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The Sidney Central School Dis-
trict held a ceremony to honor the 
valedictorian and salutatorian for 
the Class of 2018. 

Victoria Prouty earned valedicto-
rian and Nikolas Petrus was named 
salutatorian.

High School Principal Eben Bull-
ock welcomed those in attendance 
to recognize the high honor for the 
two students. School counselor Jody 
Gravelin spoke about each student. 
Teacher Chris Lissandrello spoke on 
behalf of Prouty, and Gravelin read 
words from teacher Christine Race 
about Petrus.

Each student was presented with 
a framed certificate, as well as an 
engraved paperweight. 

The students will each speak 
during Sidney’s graduation ceremo-
ny on June 23. 

Ceremony held to honor valedictorian and salutatorian

An Evening in the Garden a successful night
The Sidney Elementary School 

hosted “An Evening in the Garden” 
this past fall,  using the event to 
celebrate the farm-to-table activities 
in the district. 

Held in the SES gardens, stu-
dent members of the Green Thumb 
Growers Guild and the elementary 
garden club led tours of the garden, 
served food and beverages, ran a 
farm stand, and answered questions. 

Students in grades 3-6 partici-
pated. Many people from within the 
district and community came out to 
support the program and students. 
The event ran for about an hour. 

The Sidney Farm-to-Table pro-
gram is a series of wellness-related 
events, which encompass many 
things. That includes once-a-month 
showcases of local foods in healthy 

dishes at SES, a student-led farmer’s 
market, and a gardening club. 

Sidney CSD’s food services 
prepared the food for the evening, 

which was served by students. 
Under the program, the school 
harvests school-grown vegetables to 
use for students and community. 
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Sidney CSD junior Christina 
Worden has been selected to attend 
Empire Girls State at SUNY Brock-
port in July. 

Empire Girls State is an educa-
tional experience with hands-on 
workshops on government and the 
political process. It is designed to 
create a government from the coun-
ty to the state level. This mythical 
51st state allows students to learn 
the privileges and responsibilities of 
citizenship in a democratic society. 

Worden was among a selection 
of semifinalists made by the faculty 
at Sidney High School. The Sidney 
chapter of the American Legion 
Auxiliary is sponsoring Worden. 

Juniors in the top 1/3 of their 
class are eligible for the spot. Candi-
dates were further selected based on 

outstanding qualities of leadership, 
character, honesty, cooperation, and 
maturity. Being physically fit and 
willing to participate in all phases 
of the programming, including flag 
ceremonies, were also consider-
ations. 

Worden is the daughter of Chris-
topher and Katrina Worden.

Junior selected for Girls State

The Sidney CSD held its annual 
induction ceremony for the Na-
tional Honor Society and the Tri-M 
Music Honor Society.  

The National Honor Society wel-
comed four new senior members, 
as well as 10 new junior members. 
Tri-M added six members. 

The NHS went through quali-
fications (scholarship, character, 
leadership, and service), signed the 
membership book and took the 
pledge. Tri-M members were intro-
duced, took the pledge, and held the 
recognition and song. 

The inductees and current mem-
bers are listed below. 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
Senior inductees

• Dakota Cotten
• Alyssa Hawkins
• Martha Modinger

• Marisa Schott
Junior inductees

• Hannah Calkins
• Lexi Cooper
• Joseph Dewey
• Mariah Gifford
• Matthew Hoskins
• Aidan Neer
• Hilde Savino
• Collin Searles
• Alexander Smith
• Christina Worden 

Current members
• Ryan Arnold
• Alexander Artis
• Rachael Backus
• Remington Crandall
• Trevor Finch
• Kyle Gill
• Nathan Gorshack
• MaKayla Greco
• Lilly Hinkley

• Heather Lisenby
• Justin McMillan
• Nikolas Petrus
• Victoria Prouty
• Steven Smith
• Todd Zbydniewski

TRI-M MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY
New inductees

• Hannah Gray
• Kaitlyn Marquez
• Adrienne Paternoster
• Makayla Phillips
• Lindsay Pierce
• Haley Smith

Current members
• Hannah Calkins
• Lexi Cooper
• Joseph Dewey
• Kyle Gill
• Alexandra Johnson
• Aidan Neer
• Dylan Riesen

Sidney NHS inducts 14; Tri-M adds 6

Sidney Elementary School held 
its second annual Winter Warrior 
Wonderland event in December. 

 About 250 people came and 
participated, which is up about 100 
from the inaugural event, and about 
double of other previous family 
engagement nights. 

 During the night, activities 
were set up throughout the school, 
in classrooms. Tickets could be 
earned, which could then be used 
for snacks or raffles. 

Survey results were overwhelm-
ingly positive and the district is 
planning on having this event again 
next year. 

Winter Warrior 
Wonderland 

draws strong crowd
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Sidney Central School District 
eighth grader Jessy Gardner won 
the annual spelling bee, as she 
calmly spelled the word “unco-
quettish” to earn the championship. 

 Uncoquettish is an adjective 
meaning not trifling: sincere. 

 The championship lasted three 
rounds, not including three at-
tempts at championship words. 

The finals were between Gardner 
and Makayla Ruiz. 

A total of 25 students participat-
ed in the bee. 

 Music teacher Marjorie Pipes 
served as the pronouncer. The 
judges were Paula Dewey, Kelly 
Newman, and Julia Wickersheim. 
Jacquelyn Neale organized the 
event. 

From left, Sidney CSD Superintendent Dr. William Christensen, Jessy Gardner, 
pronouncer Marjorie Pipes, and spelling bee organizer Jacquelyn Neale. 

Eighth grader wins spelling bee

Students in Kelly Post’s class have 
had the chance to use Osmo, a new 
piece of technology that provides 
students with a tangible play ap-
proach to learning. 

Students use the Osmo manip-
ulative kits to reinforce math and 
ELA concepts.  

Post said she had purchased 
these sets for her own children, 
including creative, coding, words, 
numbers, and tangrams. 

Seeing the benefits, she talked to 
the district, which purchased five 
“genius kits” for her classrooms. 
These kits include the numbers, 
words, and tangram sets. 

For math, the Osmo addresses 
basic numeration and fact fluency 
for addition and multiplication. In 
ELA, the Osmo addresses mainly 
phonics – segmentation and blend-
ing of sounds. 

Post said it’s been a great tool for 
differentiated instruction, specifi-
cally for reinforcement of concepts. 
The coding and creative sets are 
used for incentives and enrichment. 

“The students love using the 
Osmo technology as it promotes 
independence and can be tailored 
to meet their individual skill levels 
fostering success,” Post said. “It’s a 
great hands-on intervention that 
keeps kids actively engaged.”

Elementary 
class takes 

advantage of 
new technology

Reading buddies

The reading buddy program in Sidney Elementary allows students in upper 
grades to read to those in lower grades. Here, students in Andrew Hoff ’s sec-
ond-grade class are read to by students in Lori Fisher’s fourth-grade class.
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The Sidney Central School Dis-
trict was one of 12 Farm-to-School 
projects across New York State to 
receive a grant from the state, which 
will help to continue the growth 
within the Farm-to-School program 
already at the school. 

Governor Andrew Cuomo 
announced recently that the 12 
projects will receive a combined $1 
million in grant money.  

Sidney CSD has led the way in 
farm-to-school initiatives, as it uti-
lizes school gardens and an aqua-
ponics system to help have fresh 
and locally grown vegetables for its 
students.

“We’re thrilled to be awarded this 
grant,” Sidney CSD Superintendent 
Dr. William Christensen said. “This 
allows us to continue our focus on 
our lunch programs and our farm-
to-school program.”

Sidney’s proposal, the Sidney 
Farm-to-Table Initiative+10 in-
cludes Sidney, as well as 10 other 
component schools in the DCMO 
BOCES region. 

This initiative will serve about 
10,000 students within the schools 
participating. The other districts 
include: Afton, Bainbridge-Guil-
ford, DCMO BOCES, Downsville, 
Greene, Oneonta City Schools, 
Sherburne-Earlville, Unadilla Val-
ley, Unatego, and Walton.

The grant, which is in the 
amount of $58,783, will cover the 
funding of a part-time Farm-to-
School Coordinator and an assis-
tant Farm-to-School Coordinator. 
The coordinators will be responsible 
for developing and overseeing an 
initiative that grows and procures 
local produce for use in starter meal 
kits for the districts involved in NY 

Thursdays, once a week. The posi-
tion starts soon and is for two years.

The main coordinator will be 
from the Rural Health Network of 
South Central New York. 

Additionally, the grant covers 
travel expense for the coordinators 
between districts, as well as the pur-
chase of 10 chamber vacuum sealers, 
10 salad spinners, lettuce cutters, 
and chopper boards. The chamber 
vacuum sealers will be used to seal 
50-serving meal starter kits for four 
main dishes prepared for NY Thurs-
days, using all local produce. 

“This is a great opportunity,” said 
Kim Corcoran, DCMO BOCES 
food services director. “With the as-
sistance of the coordinator through 
the Rural Health Network, we’ll 
be able to pair local farmers and 
schools in three counties to offer 
fresh fruits and vegetables to our 
students.”

The initiative will involve, within 
the first two years, a minimum of 
five local farms for procurement 
of the produce for the meal starter 
kits.  

This is the third round of fund-
ing awarded. During his 2018 State 
of the State address, Governor Cuo-

mo proposed doubling the state’s 
investment in the program to $1.5 
million. 

The program is a major compo-
nent of the state’s ongoing efforts 
to increase the amount of fresh, 
local foods served in schools and to 
connect the state’s farmers to new 
markets. 

“The Farm-to-School funding 
from New York State provides Sid-
ney and other DCMO BOCES dis-
tricts with the opportunity to make 
connections with local farmers to 
bring in healthy local produce for 
our school meals on a regular ba-
sis,” said Josh Gray, a Sidney teacher 
who also serves as the co-chair of 
the Sidney Wellness committee and 
leads several farming initiatives at 
the school. 

“Using local fruits and vegetables 
keeps community dollars within 
the community, while at the same 
time providing healthier food for 
our kids,” he continued. “We are 
eager to increase the amount of 
local foods that we offer, and we are 
working hard to do that through 
school gardens and greenhouses, 
school aquaponics systems, and 
relationships with local farms.”

Sidney CSD to receive Farm-to-School grant

Students at Sidney are active in the Farm-to-School program, and help pick 
items from the school gardens to be used. 



Warrior Illustrated  ◆  April/May 20186

The Sidney Central School Dis-
trict has recently launched interac-
tive menus, which will allow users 
to click on a food and be able to 
view the nutritional values, as well 
as other information. 

The menus will be linked on the 
school website (go to food services, 
and look on the right side of the 
page under menus). 

The current menus will continue 
to be used where printed menus are 
needed, but for the website as well 
as companion mobile app, the new 
interactive menus will be used. 

The new “My School Menus” 
mobile app is available in the iTunes 
app store and Google Play. The app 
allows access to nutritional infor-
mation about the school meals on 
any device. The app and the inter-
active menus are designed to allow 
students, parents/guardians, and 
staff to make healthy choices. 
Features of My School Menus:

• Nutrient Data by Menu item 
- hovering over a menu item will 
show nutrient data

• Build-a-Meal Nutrient Data 
- choose build-a-meal to get totals 
of individual nutrients for all items 
chosen by a student

• Ingredient information for 
certain menu items

• Complete list of all food 

choices available to students
• Allergen identification - al-

lergen filter to strikethrough foods 
containing the following allergens: 
wheat, soy, eggs, fish, peanuts, tree 
nuts, milk 

• Attribute identification - 
symbols identifying foods as GMO 
free, kosher, gluten-free, vegan, 
vegetarian, locally grown, made 
from scratch 

• Translation to 180 languages 
using Google Translate

• Links to Child Nutrition 
sites like prepayments, applications 
and policies

• Information about Child 
Nutrition

Please see the flyer above for 
more information. If you have any 
questions, please contact Rhonda 
Lent at 563-2135, ext. 4264

Sidney CSD launches interactive menus

Children who reside in the 
Sidney Central School District and 
who will be four years old before 
December 1, 2018 are eligible for 
the Universal Pre-Kindergarten 
program at Sidney Elementary. 

Parents interested in having their 
child(ren) attend UPK must call 

the Sidney Elementary School main 
office at 607-561-7701 and request 
an application. Those applications 
will be mailed to families requesting 
one. 

In order to be eligible for the 
lottery drawing, completed applica-
tions and a copy of the child’s birth 

certificate must be brought to the 
SES main office by Friday, May 18 
to be eligible for the lottery draw-
ing. 

The UPK classes will be de-
termined by the lottery drawing, 
which will be held at Sidney Ele-
mentary at 3:15 p.m. Friday, June 1.

UPK applications available
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Students in Lori DePauw’s Law 
and Government course spent the 
semester learning about law, as well 
as both criminal and civil court 
cases, and the trial process in the 
courtroom. 

They first practiced with a crim-
inal case involving a college hazing 
situation, and learned how to make 
objections, write and deliver open-
ing and closing statements, as well as 
learn how to craft lines of question-
ing for direct and cross examination. 

For the final exam, the class held 
a trial in the high school auditorium 
– The People vs. Carson Conners. 

The case is focused on Carson 
Conners, a 19-year-old senior in 
high school at Bigtown High. She 
was arrested and charged with 
disorderly conduct (Penal Law, 
240.20). The charge resulted from 
an incident where she was observed 
by an English teacher to what would 
appear to be repeatedly pushing an 
unidentified student in the hallway. 

Pursuant to the school’s no-bul-
lying policy, the teacher approached 
Conners to take her to the office to see 
the assistant principal. Conners broke 
free of the grasp, and yelled some 
insulting comments to the teacher. 

Two police officers, assigned to 
the high school as resource officers 
(SROs), and who monitor the hall-
way using closed-circuit television, 
observed the altercation and rushed 
to the scene. Conners continued 
to be belligerent when the officers 
arrived, indicating she didn’t want to 
go to the assistant principal’s office. 
Based on their observations and what 
the teacher told them, the officers, 
who are authorized to make arrests 
on school grounds, placed Conners 
under arrest and took her to a nearby 

police station for processing. 
As the trial unfolds, audience 

members learn that Conners, 
along with a significant number 
of low-achieving students, have 
been suspended at the same time as 
high-stakes assessments were oc-
curring. The district had pressured 
the teachers to improve on those 
assessments. Could this have been 
a case of a school to prison pipeline 
conspiracy or a simple disorderly 
conduct situation? 

Sidney’s SRO, Deputy David 
Barnes of the Delaware County Sher-

iff ’s Department, served as the judge 
for the trial. Following the verdict, in 
which the prosecution won, he talk-
ed about the case and what helped 
him make his judgement. Principal 
Eben Bullock also explained how a 
school would have reacted, and what 
might have happened if this scene 
had occurred in the hallways of Sid-
ney Central School. 

“This group of students did 
an outstanding job and are to be 
commended on their preparation 
and delivery of their two theories,” 
DePauw said.

Law and Government class holds mock trial

Participants of the mock trial for Law and Government class. 

Students portrayed the lawyers and witnesses for the trial. 
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Feature Story

Residents in our area know all 
too well how devastating Mother 
Nature can be. 

From natural disasters, howev-
er, often comes something to help 
prepare for the future. In Sidney, 
students have a chance to be a part 
of that process. 

The Upper Susquehanna Water-
shed Project began in 2004, and a 
few year later, the program expand-
ed to include flood monitoring. 

The Upper Susquehanna Water-
shed project started with an $80,000 
grant from Meadwestvaco in 2004. 

Originally, seven school districts 
were involved -- Sidney, Afton, 
Bainbridge-Guilford, Cooperstown, 
Gilbertsville/Mount-Upton, Oneo-
nta, and Unatego. ONC BOCES in 
Milford was added in 2007. 

The grant also covered a full-size 
cargo van to help support summer 
field research. 

Sidney serves as the anchor 
school to the project, which used 
the original grant to supply schools 
with a wide range of chemical, bio-
logical, and meteorological equip-
ment for testing and to analyze the 
river and its tributaries throughout 
the school year, as well as summer 
research opportunities. 

Sidney science teacher Richard 
Townsend said MWV originally 
approached the school with the idea 
to get area schools on the Susque-
hanna so students could study water 
quality from Cooperstown to Afton. 

Townsend said funding contin-
ues today through donations and 

grass-roots campaigns. Sidney CSD 
now covers the costs of the website 
for flood monitoring. 

The flood of 2006 caught peo-
ple off guard, Townsend said. The 
devastation from the flood was felt 
throughout the area, but Sidney was 
one of the spots hit especially hard. 

Two grants from State Farm 
Insurance -- each for $75,000 
-- over two years helped fund the 
placement of eight meteorologi-

cal/hydrological satellite stations 
throughout the watershed. These 
stations were installed by, and are 
maintained by, students. 

“All of this was mainly done to 
give students the opportunity to do 
environmental research,” Townsend 
said. “It helps kids go out into the 
field, do tests, come back, do the 
research, and report out.”

Continued on Page 9

Watershed and flood monitoring projects provide 
valuable experience to students, info to community

Students work on one of the eight weather stations. 

“All of this was mainly done to give students 
the opportunity to do environmental research.”

Sidney science teacher Richard Townsend
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Feature Story
Continued from Page 8

This program has allowed more 
than 80 students go further into the 
field once graduating, Townsend 
said. Sidney currently has a flood 
monitoring team of about 10 
students. That group meets when 
needed, and will go out and read 
the water stations to project what 
could be coming. 

The watershed and flood moni-
toring projects have helped students 
discover future career goals. 

“(The projects) provided invalu-
able experience that inspired me 
to become a scientist,” said Jillian 
Young, who graduated from Sidney 
in 2013. 

Young received her bachelor’s 
degree in meteorology, and then 
continued her education at the 
University of Delaware as she works 
toward a master’s degree in water 
science and policy. 

“Without the (projects), I truly 
do not believe I would be where I 
am,” she continued. “I am so thank-
ful for having the opportunity to 
learn and complete research in high 
school. It has really benefited my 
career.”

Now in its 13th year, the project 
provides an important service to 
the community. 

The Watershed Project, as well 
as the flood monitoring system, has 
been able to continue through care-
ful use of funds, as well as gracious 
donations from MWV, The Sidney 
Center Improvement Group, and 
various private donors for the past 
several years. 

The eight satellite stations are 
strategically placed throughout the 
watershed. The anchor station is in 

Sidney. Two gauges are located in 

Sidney Center, with others placed 
in Worcester, Hartwick, Edmeston, 
and at the Milford campus of ONC 
BOCES. A full weather station, 
much like the one located in Sidney, 
is also at Unadilla Forks. 

Students from all participating 
districts are eligible to apply for 
paid summer internships. Through 
last summer, there have been about 
85 students who have worked as 
interns during the summer months 
of July and August. 

While the bulk of the interns 
have come from Sidney, there have 
also been students from Afton, 
Bainbridge-Guilford, Oneonta, and 
Unatego. 

During the summer months, 
interns are responsible for field and 
lab work dealing with the overall 
health of the upper 75 miles of the 
Susquehanna River. They also work 
on individual research projects. 

With the Watershed Project, 
students will work on an analysis of 
water quality, as well as sample, an-
alyze, and test for any major issues. 
They do biological assessments of 

the river. 
Students also maintain the flood 

monitoring stations and gauges, as 
well as calibrate, clean, and fix when 
needed. 

“The kids love it,” Townsend said. 
“Some of them have been directly 
affected (by floods). They remember 
these things.” 

This spring, Townsend will retire 
after 30 years of teaching. He said 
the project will continue and he 
hopes in some way to remain active 
within it. 

“This project is extremely im-
portant,” Townsend said. “The 
likelihood of another flood is inevi-
table. When you look at the top-five 
floods in history, and how many 
have occurred in the past 15 years, 
it’s incredible. As far as the Water-
shed and water quality, we need to 
keep clean water. This is important.” 

“We give valuable information,” 
he continued. “We can’t stop a 
flood, but it gives us information. 
It worked in 2011. The weather 
service is not tuned into Sidney. We 
tell what we think will happen.”

The 2017 summer interns for the watershed and flood monitoring projects. 



Warrior Illustrated  ◆  April/May 201810

Proposed School Budget 2018-19
Proposed budget: $28,362,879

Estimated tax levy: 0% 

Estimated budget increase: 5.92%

It is hard to believe with the current weather that we 
are once again talking about our annual budget vote.  

The 2017-18 school year has been another out-
standing year with our students, staff, and district once 
again accomplishing some amazing things. We are very 
proud of our continued growth and accomplishments 
and are tirelessly working to improve our overall pro-
gram.  

This year saw a tremendous amount 
of construction work. We are happy 
with our new completed high school 
cafeteria. It has served our students 
and community events well. We also 
have updated our boilers, windows, and 
several other areas that will reduce costs 
and improve our academic environ-
ments. 

At the elementary school, we are 
very pleased with our recently complet-
ed kindergarten wing that is develop-
mentally appropriate and very student friendly. We also 
have already started the next phase of construction at 
the elementary school. We are currently working on the 
old library area and updating bathrooms and learning 
spaces.  

Lastly, I am excited to report the start of our state 
funded SMART Schools project. The monies are being 
used to update the elementary and high school front 
office spaces. The newly designed space is state of the 
art and is focused on student safety.  

On the ballot this year, the district has two proposi-
tions.  

The first is the proposition to approve our annu-

al budget. This year we are proposing an increase in 
spending but, for the eighth year in a row, we are pro-
posing a zero or negative tax levy. We feel very strongly 
about maintaining a fiscally and community responsi-
ble budget that maintains and improves program, while 
working in the allocations of what New York State 
provides for state aid.  

What we are especially pleased with 
is that we lowered our annual local tax 
levy by more than one million dollars 
over the last eight years. We currently 
are requesting the same amount of local 
tax effort as the district did in 2007-
2008 school year. We recognize that 
our community has struggled and we 
have responded by not raising taxes and 
attempting to reduce our levy, while 
improving our programs.

Secondly, we have proposed a five-
year spending plan that involves bor-

rowing $2.49 million dollars over that period of time to 
purchase buses, vehicles, and equipment.  

This type of spending allows us the most flexibility 
to purchase vehicles as we need them. It also allows us 
to utilize state aid to offset the majority of local costs.  
We have utilized this strategy in the past and it is very 
effective to replace aging buses.

In closing, we thank you for your continued support 
of the school district and look forward to continuing to 
work with our community. 

Bill Christensen, Ed. D
Superintendent of Schools

Superintendent’s Message

2018-19 Sidney Central School District Budget
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Annual
Public Hearing

Tuesday, May 8, 2018
7 p.m. 

High School Library

District
BudgetVote

Tuesday, May 15, 2018
7 a.m. - 8p.m. 
High School 
Auditorium 

Lobby

2018-19 Sidney Central School District Budget

Qualifications for Voters

Pursuant to Section 2012 of the Edu-
cation Law, a person qualified to vote in 
the annual school district election must 
be:

• Eighteen years of age;
• A citizen of the United States;
• A resident within the District for 

a period of 30 days prior to the elec-
tion.

You do not have to be a registered vot-
er or own property in order to vote. The 
District may require proof of residency, 
such as a driver’s license or a voter regis-
tration card, prior to signing the poll list.

Absentee Ballot Information

Absentee ballot applications are avail-
able to qualifying Sidney Central School 
District residents from the District 
Clerk, located in the District Office at 
the High School, during regular business 
hours (7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.). All appli-
cations must be picked up no later than 
May 8, 2018, if the ballot is to be mailed 
by the voter, or by May 14, 2018, if the 
ballot is to be delivered personally.

All completed absentee ballots must 
be submitted to the District Clerk no 
later than 5:00 p.m., May 15, 2018.
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School Budget Propositions

2018-19 Proposed Property Tax Report Card
                 
                  Percent 
         Current     Proposed      Change
  Total Spending       $26,778,081     $28,362,879   5.92%
  Total Estimated School Tax Levy    $5,991,960     $5,991,960    0%
  Public School Enrollment     1093      1108       1.4%
  Adjusted Reserve Fund Balance    $5,262,000     $4,840,635 
  Appropriated Fund Balance     $1,235,463     $1,254,842 
  Adjusted Unreserved, Unappropriated Fund Balance $1,250,000     $1,331,048 
  Unreserved, Unappropriated Fund Balance       
  as a Percent of the Total Budget    4.67%      4.69%

Proposition 1
Shall the Board of Education of the Sidney Central School District be authorized to 
expend sums set forth in the 2018-19 school year proposed budget in the amount of 
$28,362,879 and levy the necessary tax therefor. 

Proposition 2
Shall the following resolution be adopted, to-wit:
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Sidney Central School District, Del-
aware County, New York, is hereby authorized to pay the cost of the purchase of 
school buses, over the next five years, including incidental expenses in connection 
therewith, at a maximum estimated cost of $2,490,000, and said amount, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable 
property of said School District and collected in annual installments as provided by 
Section 415 of the Education Law; and, in anticipation of such tax, obligations of said 
School District shall be issued.

Sidney Memorial Public Library Proposition
That the Sidney Memorial Public Library proposed budget for the 2018-19 fiscal year 
in the amount of $636,389 be adopted.

2018-19 Sidney Central School District Budget
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2018-19 Sidney Central School District Budget

Expenditures     2017-18  2018-19  Change

Administrative     $6,458,978  $6,547,180  $88,202

Provides funds for general management and support activities including Board of Education, central and finan-
cial administration, staff support, central services, and special items. Also included are instructional administra-
tion and curriculum development.

Program      $16,687,382  $17,525,699  $838,317

Provides funds for instructional and educational support, computer assisted instruction, guidance, health, co-cur-
ricular, and interscholastic sports programs. Provides funds for the purchase of computers, network upgrades, 
computer enrichment programs, and music programs.

Capital      $3,631,721  $4,290,000  $658,279

Provides funds for the operation and maintenance of the District’s physical plant, including utilities. Also, in-
cludes debt service payments. Provides $100,000 of dollars transferred to capital for capital project, purchase of 
equipment, and purchase of buses.

TOTAL      $26,778,081  $28,362,879  $1,584,798

Where does the money go?

2018-19 Budget by Component
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2018-19 Sidney Central School District Budget

  Projected Revenue     2017-18 2018-19 (estimated) 
A 1001   TAXES         $4,813,316  $4,813,316
A 1081   PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES      $19,225  $19,225  
A 1085  SCHOOL TAX RELIEF REIMBURSEMENT   $1,178,644 $1,178,644
A 1090   TAX PENALTIES       $28,000  $28,000  
A 1310   DAY SCHOOL TUITION     $6,000   $12,500
A 2230  DAY SCHOOL TUITION OTHER DISTRICTS   $5,256  $78,000
A 2232   SUMMER SCHOOL TUITION OTHER SCHOOLS  
A 2401    CHECKING ACCOUNT INTEREST    $360    $360
A 2401.1 INTEREST MMDA      $2,900  $2,900
A 2401.10 INTEREST - ACCRUED BENEFIT RESERVE   $120  $120
A 2401.11 INTEREST - ERS RETIREMENT CONTRIBUT   $328  $328
A 2401.5 INTEREST - TAX CERTIORARI    $144  $144
A 2401.6 INTEREST REPAIR RESERVE     $32  $32
A 2401.7 INTEREST - CHASE UNEMPLOYMENT INS RES  $196  $196
A 2401.8 INTEREST - PROPERTY LOSS     $60  $60
A 2401.9 INTEREST - LIABILITY RESERVE    $330  $330
A 2401.F  CHECKING ACCOUNT INTEREST-FEDERAL   $48  $48
A 2401.PR PAYROLL CHECKING ACCOUNT INTEREST   $10  $10
A 2401.TA CHECKING ACCOUNT INTEREST - TA   $38  $38
A 2410  RENT REAL PROPER INDIVI/FACIL USE        
A 2412   RENT REAL PROPERTY - OTHER GOVT’S   $120,000   $120,000  
A 2412.1  REIMBURSEMENT/WAGES/RENTAL     $12,000   $15,000  
A 2440   RENTAL OF BUSES       $150     $500 
A 2650   SALE OF EXCESS GOODS      $7,000    $15,000  
A 2665   SALE OF EQUIPMENT       $0    $0  
A 2701   REFUND PRIOR YEAR’S EXPENSE - BOCES    $210,000   $350,000  
A 2702.TRA.NS   TRANSPORTATION        $200    $200  
A 2703   REFUND OF PRIOR YRS EXP OTHER     $45,000   $45,000  
A 2705   GIFTS AND DONATIONS      $0     $1,500  
A 2770   MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES     $1,000    $1,000  
A 3101   STATE AID        $10,840,971   $11,267,074  
A 3101.1  STATE BUILDING AID  - PROJECT 2000   $3,591,600   $4,202,147  
A 3101.2  EXCESS COST AID       $284,590   $268,186  
A 3103   BOCES AID        $2,321,379   $2,267,601  
A 3107   HIGH TAX AID       $125,580   $125,580  
A 3108  TRANSPORTATION AID      $970,481   $1,012,445  
A 3260   TEXTBOOK AID       $83,185   $84,538  
A 3261   COMPUTER HARDWARE AID     $19,475   $20,015  
A 4601   MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT/FED     $5,000    $28,000  
A 5050   INTERFUND TRANSFER FROM DEBT RESERVE   $850,000   $850,000
A 5051  INTERFUND TRANSFER FROM ERS RESERVE  $0  $300,000
A 599  APPROPRIATED FUND BALANCE    $1,235,463 $1,254,842  

  TOTAL BUDGET      $26,778,081   $28,362,879  

Sources of Revenue
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2018-19 Sidney Central School District Budget

Thomas M. Hoskins for a term of three (3) years ending June 30, 2021 
to fill the vacancy created by the expiration of the term for a seat currently 
occupied by Thomas M. Hoskins.

My wife, Susann, and I own a home in the Village of Sidney. We have 
three children: Tom, Alex and Matthew. I was born and raised in Sidney, 
and am a graduate of Cornell University. I’m a Licensed Professional 
Engineer and worked for nine years in Binghamton and Albany as a Civil 
Engineer, before moving back to Sidney. 

For the past 25 years, I have been employed by the NYSDOT working 
in Binghamton as a Regional Construction Supervisor. I strongly believe 
in the value of community service and have volunteered coaching with 
the local youth sports leagues and working with the local Scouting pro-

gram. 
I’m currently a School Board member and am also a member of the Sidney Village Planning Board. 

My children are fortunate to been able to attend a small high school that offers a myriad of opportunities 
both academically and athletically. 

If re-elected, I hope to be able to use both my professional and personal experience to help the Board 
to make decisions that will ensure these opportunities continue. I encourage all to vote.

Nancy K. Parsons for a term of three (3) years ending June 30, 2021 to 
fill the vacancy created by the expiration of the term for a seat currently 
occupied by Nancy K. Parsons.

I reside in Sidney Center and have since graduating from Sidney High 
School. My husband, all of our children, and four of our grandchildren 
also graduated from Sidney and I have a  granddaughter attending Sid-
ney High School at this time. My husband owns a heating business and I 
am bookkeeper for him and another small business. 

Having been a member of the Board of Education for many years I am 
familiar with all areas of board operation and have completed the fiscal 
and oversight training required to continue on the Board. 

Our current members bring varying views and backgrounds to the 
Board and I look forward to working with them to continue offering 

opportunities for our students and district residents. I will devote the time and energy necessary to help 
our district move to the future. 

Thank you for your past and ongoing support of our school district.

Board of Education Candidates 
Alphabetical - Write-ups printed as submitted

Nancy K. Parsons

Thomas M. Hoskins
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2018-19 Sidney memorial public library budget
         Current Proposed Change
         2017-18 2018-19   

RECEIPTS      
LOCAL LIBRARY SERVICES AID     5,000   5,000   0    
GIFTS AND ENDOWMENTS      6,200   6,300   100    
INTEREST AND INVESTMENT EARNINGS    1,100  1,375   275   
TRUST FUND EARNINGS      3,000   3,000   0  
LIBRARY FINES       8,000  8,600   600  
COPIER INCOME       9,000   9,500   500    
TOTAL - ALL RECEIPTS      32,300   33,775   1,475   
EXPENDITURES       
PERSONNEL - SALARIES       
LIBRARY STAFF       349,642  341,970  (7,672)
PERSONNEL - BENEFITS       
STATE RETIREMENT       38,240   36,200   (2,040) 
SOCIAL SECURITY       21,281   20,739  (542)   
MEDICARE        4,977  4,850   (127)  
WORKER'S COMPENSATION      5,200  4,500  (700)   
DISABILITY INSURANCE      1,200   1,200   0   
HEALTH INSURANCE       10,000   24,000   14,000 
HEALTH PROMOTION      50   50   0    
TOTAL - PERSONNEL       430,590  433,509  2,919   
LIBRARY MATERIALS       
BOOKS, INFORMATION NETWORK     43,750  41,150   (2,600)   
PERIODICALS        3,200   3,200   0   
SERIALS        2,500   2,600   100   
RECORDINGS        7,500  7,500   0  
TOTAL - LIBRARY MATERIALS     56,950   54,450   (2,500)   
EQUIPMENT       
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT      3,000   3,000   0  
OTHER EQUIPMENT       2,000   2,000   0   
TOTAL - EQUIPMENT      5,000   5,000   0 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS     
FUEL AND UTILITIES       31,000   34,000   3,000  
CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES      4,000   4,000   0  
MAINTENANCE EXPENSES      9,000   11,000   2,000  
REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT    8,000   10,930   2,930   
RENTAL OF BRANCH LIBRARIES     4,800   4,800   0   
INSURANCE        17,500   18,000   500   
TOTAL OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE    74,300   82,730   8,430 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES     
OFFICE AND LIBRARY SUPPLIES     5,100   5,200   100  
COPIER SUPPLIES       2,000   2,000   0  
TELEPHONE        3,400   3,700   300   
POSTAGE        600   600   0  
PUBLICITY AND PRINTING      400   400   0   
PROGRAMMING       2,100   2,100   0   
TRAVEL        1,000   1,000   0  
CONTINUING EDUCATION      1,000  1,000   0  
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2018-19 Sidney memorial public library budget

         Current Proposed Change
         2017-18 2018-19   
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES      9,000   10,000   1,000  
PROFESSIONAL DUES       400   600   200   
LEASES OF EQUIPMENT      7,500   10,000   2,500 
CIRCULATION SYSTEM      23,500   24,100   600  
TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES    56,000   60,700   4,700  
     
GRAND TOTAL EXPENDITURES     622,840  636,389  13,549  
 
EXPENDITURES       622,840   636,389  13,549   
RECEIPTS- REGULAR       32,300  33,775   1,475  
FROM LIBRARY RESERVE-BACK TO VOTERS   65,000   65,000   0   
     
GRAND TOTAL RECEIPTS       97,300   98,775   1,475    
  
TAX LEVY TO BE RAISED      525,540  537,614  12,074 

Library Trustee Candidates
Write-up printed as submitted

Nancy Hornung for a term of five (5) years ending June 30, 2023 to fill 
the vacancy created by the expiration of the term for a seat currently occu-
pied by David Dewey.  

I am Nancy Hornung and I am running for a seat on the Sidney Me-
morial Library Board.

I have been a resident of Sidney for many years and just retired from 
the Sidney Elementary School after teaching literacy and reading to 
elementary students for 32 years. I feel this qualifies me for this seat on 
the board. I have two sons who also graduated from the Sidney Central 
School District.

I have been active and involved in various organizations and activities 
in the area. Some of those are the Tri-Town Theater, Preceptor Beta Phi 
sorority, participating in various area choirs, organist for churches, and 

volunteering at school functions such as Breakfast with Santa and Finnegan’s Run.
Serving on the board is important to me since I believe in having a strong literacy program for all ages. 

The library has been offering many programs that benefit residents and families. I would like to contrib-
ute to the continuation of these programs by serving on the board.

Nancy Hornung

continued from page 14

Open Seat
A term of five (5) years ending June 30, 2023 to fill the vacancy created by the expiration of the term for a 

seat currently occupied by Ann Zieno.
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The Sidney Central School District will send five juniors to Boys State 
this year. 

Thomas Cartossa, John Fink, Levi Green, Christopher Kenny, and Mi-
chael Mazzarella will represent Sidney. 

Boys State will be held from June 24-29 at SUNY Morrisville. The con-
ference gives boys from across the state the opportunity to participate in 
an educational program focusing on participation and personal experience 
in a model state. 

It is designed to mirror the structure and operation of its respective 
state government, while providing training in practical citizenship, leader-
ship, and character development through a non-partisan perspective. 

Past participants in the program include former President Bill Clinton, 
former Vice President Dick Cheney, Neil Armstrong, Tom Brokaw, and 
Michael Jordan. 

The Sidney students were nominated by high school faculty. In order 
to be considered, students must rank in the top 50 percent of their class; 
possess outstanding qualities of leadership, character, honesty, cooperation 
and maturity, as well as being physically fit.

Five to attend Boys State
Front (from left): Christopher Kenny and John Fink. Back (from left): Thom-
as Cartossa, Michael Mazzarella, and Levi Green. 

A walking program for staff 
members this winter has proven to 
be successful at the Sidney Central 
School District. 

Seventeen teams, made up of 33 
participants, took part in the nine-
week program, which had the goal 
of promoting and inspiring staff 
members to integrate exercise into 
their daily lives. 

Part of the school’s wellness 
policy is to commit to promoting 
wellness activities for students, staff, 
and the community at large. For the 
walking program, staff members 
had the chance to work in teams 
of two with the chance of winning 
prizes. 

The winning team was made up 
of science teachers Bryan Neubert 
and David Teitelbaum, who com-
bined for a total of 1,014,683 aver-
aged steps, which is equal to 507 
miles. 

Second place went to elementary 
teachers Andrew Hoff and Laura 
Slesinsky, who had 963,571 total 
averaged steps (482 miles). 

In third place were Laci Daniels 
and Monica Gatto, who totaled 
826,317 averaged steps (413 miles). 
And the staff member who had the 
most consistent, increased average 
steps per week was school counselor 
Karson James. 

Walking program 
a success at SCSD

Keep up to date! 
Follow Sidney on Facebook: 

Search for 
Sidney Central Schools!
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The Sidney Central 
School District has recent-
ly started using the Clorox 
Total 360 system, which 
helps add an extra layer of 
protection against germs.  

The system utilizes 
electrostatic technology, 
along with disinfecting 
and sanitizing solutions. 
The system was first put in 
place by the district to help 
reduce common illness-
es, such as cold, flu, and 
fast-spreading norovirus. 

The cold and flu season 
can be challenging for 
districts. Proper cleaning 
and disinfecting protocols 
are important to minimize 
student absences. 

“Health has to be taken 
seriously within a school 
district because if students 
and teachers are sick, it 
can affect all students,” 
said Michael Pavlovich, 
Sidney’s administrator 

for business and support 
programs. “Education has 
to be our top priority, but 
to be successful, students 
and teachers being present 
is critical.”

Sidney implemented 
the Clorox system to sup-
plement manual cleaning 
efforts, enabling the sur-
face coverage throughout 
classrooms, gymnasiums, 
locker rooms, cafeterias, 
and school buses. 

The district has three 
systems – one for the el-
ementary/middle school, 
one for the high school, 
and one for the transpor-
tation center. 

The system works by 
charging and atomizing 
the Clorox disinfecting 
or sanitizing solution and 
delivering a powerful flow 
of charged particles that 
are attracted to surfaces 
with a force stronger than 

gravity. 
This allows the solu-

tion to uniformly coat 
surfaces, including the 
hardest-to-reach places, 
such as sides, underside, 
and backside of surfac-
es. Those spots are often 
where germs hide out. 

Sidney Superintendent 
Dr. William Christensen 
said he had experience 
with this system while 
leading a district in Ari-
zona, and said it is a wise 
step to take at Sidney. 

“Upon implementing 
the system at my previous 
district, we were able to 
reduce common illnesses 
and increase attendance 
rates,” he said. 

“Seeing how effective 
the system was at re-
ducing illness, I knew it 
would be a great addition 
to bring another level of 
protection to Sidney.”

 Sidney CSD adds electrostatic system to help with cleaning

Four Sidney CSD students took 
part in the Hartwick Honor Band 
this past fall. 

Adrienne Paternoster (flute), 
Kaitlyn Marquez (clarinet), Ethan 
Moodley (trumpet) and Alexandra 
Johnson (French horn) took part 
in the concert. The Honor Band 
is made up of hand-picked high 
school students from across the 
region. 

They were joined by members of 
the Hartwick wind ensemble. 

Four students take 
part in honor band

Rotary honors NHS seniors

The Sidney Rotary Club honored seniors in the Sidney Chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society during its annual dinner at the high school. The night 
also featured the current inductees of the NHS serving dinner.

Chris Stillman, buildings and ground supervisor at Sid-
ney CSD, shows the new Clorox cleaning system.
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New York State Senator 
James L. Seward visited 
Sidney Elementary School 
to celebrate Agricultural 
Literacy Week. 
Seward visited Laura Sles-
insky’s second-grade class 
to read the book “Before 
We Eat: from farm to 
table.” After reading the 
book, Seward took ques-
tions from the students. 
“Agriculture remains our 
state’s number one in-
dustry and is especially 
important to our upstate 
way of life,” Seward said. 
“Educating young people 
on this topic is vital to our 
future sustainability.” 
After reading to second 
graders, Seward got a tour 
of the new kindergarten 
rooms with elementary 
school Principal Rob 
Hansen, Kerrie Johnston 
(assistant superintendent 
of curriculum and in-

struction and special pro-
grams), and Tony Stenta 
(director of curriculum/
school improvement).
“It’s always exciting to see 
Senator Seward and have 
the chance to share with 
him the amazing things 

we are doing in Sidney 
to help students achieve 
both academic and social 
success,” Hansen said. 
“Thank you to the Senator 
for taking time out of his 
busy schedule to read to 
our students.”

Agricultural Literacy 
Week is in its 13th year 
and helps bring agricul-
turally themed books and 
resources into thousands 
of classrooms and librar-
ies throughout New York 
State.

 Senator Seward visits Sidney Elementary, reads to class

Sidney CSD junior Darren Smith, and sophomore 
Liam Matthews were named to the New York State 
Sportswriters Association Class D first team. 

Smith, a junior quarterback, and Matthews, a soph-
omore offensive end selection, led a high-powered 
offense that helped the Warriors reach the Section Four 
championship game. Sidney finished the season 8-2. 

Smith completed 156 of 254 passes for 2,766 yards 
and 30 touchdowns. Matthews was Smith’s top target, 
making 56 catches for 1,217 yards and 16 touchdowns. 

“This is a testament to how hard they each worked, 
and it’s a tribute to the work they put in with the team,” 
Sidney coach Jeff Matthews said. “This is not only a 
great accomplishment for them as individuals, but also 
for the team as a whole.”

Smith, Matthews named all-state first team football

Liam Matthews (left) and Darren Smith earned first-
team all-state honors.  
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Victoria Prouty has been selected 
as Sidney High School’s recipient of 
the DAR Good Citizen Award. 

This award 
is given to a 
graduating 
senior who 
exemplifies the 
characteristics 
of good citizen-
ship – depend-
ability, service, 
leadership, and 
patriotism. 
Prouty was selected through a nom-
ination process by faculty and staff. 

The award is sponsored by the 
Oneonta Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. A 
luncheon will be held in May, where 
Prouty will be recognized and be 
presented with the award. She will 
also receive a pin and certificate at 
graduation.

Prouty is the daughter of Andrew 
and Linda Prouty.

 Sidney senior earns 
DAR Good Citizen 

Award

Sophomores Bryleigh Beauchat 
and Molly Babcock have been 
named Sidney’s Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership (HOBY) ambassadors. 

Through the continued gener-
ous support of the Sidney Central 
School District and the Kiwanis 
Club, Beauchat and Babcock will 
attend the conference, which will be 
held in June at SUNY Oneonta.

HOBY is a leadership opportuni-
ty founded by former actor O’Brian 
in 1958. The organization’s mission 
is to inspire youth from around the 
world to pursue lives of leadership 

and service. Since its beginning, 
more than 445,000 students have 
participated in leadership seminars. 
HOBY has programs in all 50 states, 
as well as 20 countries. 

The weekend’s events include 
participation in informative work-
shops and activities with other high 
school ambassadors from across the 
state, as well as community service 
projects. 

Beauchat is the daughter of Tyler 
and Anya Beauchat. Babcock is 
the daughter of Brian Babcock and 
Rhonda Lent.

Two selected as Sidney HOBY ambassadors

The annual Cabaret concert, presented by the 
Sidney Central School District music department, 
was a huge success this past February, as students, 
staff, and community members performed in 
front of a solid crowd in the high school gymna-
sium. 

The concert featured the high school band, 
high school chorus, and the jazz express. 

Also taking part were staff and community 
members, who played and sang alongside the stu-
dents. Several students were featured as soloists. 

One of the songs performed by the chorus was 
done in Portuguese, and the group was taught by 
Rotary exchange student Valery Olsen. 

Bryleigh Beauchat and Molly Babcock

Large crowd enjoys annual Cabaret concert

Sidney staff who participated in the annual Cabaret concert 
this past February.
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Once again this summer, the 
Delaware County CDO Workforce 
offers a summer employment pro-
gram for Delaware County youth 
ages 14-20. 

 With the increase in mini-
mum wage, it is harder than ever 
for young people to compete with 
adults for summer employment 
opportunities.

A summer job can help youth 
earn money for college or their first 
car, as well as explore fields of inter-
est, and learn valuable life skills. 

The Delaware County Depart-
ment of Social Services, Office of 
Temporary Disability Assistance, 
The O’Connor Foundation, and 
Walton Fairground Board provide 
funding for the employment pro-
gram. 

Applications are currently 
available in your local high school 
guidance office, as well as both the 
Delhi and Sidney CDO Workforce 
offices. 

Completed applications must 
be received by June 8. There are 
both income and non-income slots 
available, but apply today as oppor-
tunities are limited. 

For more information, contact 
the Sidney CDO Workforce at 607-
832-5776. 

Summer jobs 
available through 
CDO Workforce

The Sidney CSD Tri-M Music 
Honor Society is the most recent 
Adopt-A-Highway organization 
within the district. 

On Saturday, October 14, the 
group started work to clean the 
stretch of Route 8 from the Inter-
state 88 interchange to the top of 
Masonville Hill. The group cleaned 

about half the stretch during the 
allotted time and look forward to 
finish the lower stretch of highway 
during the spring. 

The Tri-M would like to thank 
Sidney CSD for allowing this new 
collaboration between the school 
and the New York State Department 
of Transportation.

Tri-M Music Honor Society works 
on Adopt-A-Highway cleanup

Students in Kelly Post’s class re-
cently had the chance to take ideas 
from a book and transform them 
into a school activity. 

The class had been reading the 
novel “Esperanza Rising” in their 
fifth-grade ELA class, which was 
in connection to a unit studying 
human rights. 

The setting of the book fluctuates 
between Mexico and the United 
States. The book takes place in 1925, 
during the Great Depression. 

The many events in the book 
sparked deep and engaging conver-
sation among the students, as well 
as created a sense of curiosity. 

From that curiosity, the class did 
a few activities, such as making yarn 
dolls, and tasting some of the fruits 
and vegetables from the story. 

Each chapter in the book is the 
name of a different fruit or vegeta-
ble, which got the students wonder-
ing what each looked like, and how 
each tasted. 

Ideas from book spark 
classroom activities

Visit us online: 
sidneycsd.org
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by Michael Sellitti
When still six years old, Isabella 

Conroy’s parents asked what she 
would like for her seventh birthday, 
and she responded confidently that 
they needed to get the park looking 
better -- so she’d prefer to give mon-
ey to it instead of getting presents. 

While impressed that their 
daughter would consider being so 
selfless, they assumed this was a 
fleeting idea. But when it came time 
to send out invitations, Isabella in-
sisted she wanted money to donate 
to the park. 

The playground in Sidney Cen-
ter has seen better days. The days 
when pee-wee and little league 
teams came from around the area 
to play games. The days when kids 
went there after school, on week-
ends, and throughout the summer 
to shoot hoops, play on the equip-
ment, or climb the gravel mountain. 
Things have long changed since 
those days. 

A few years ago, the park under-
went a flood mitigation project that 
required the relocation of a stream 
directly through the park. 

As a result, the baseball field and 
some playground equipment were 
removed. It also cut off easy access 
from the center of the hamlet. Now, 

one must walk up a street with 
sidewalks in poor condition, cross 
a country road, and down another 
street without sidewalks. The other 
option is crossing the stream that, at 
times, can be dangerous. Since the 
completion of the project, nothing 
has been done to the park in terms 
of improvement. 

The Sidney Center Improve-
ment Group (SCIG), a registered 
non-profit organization formed 
more than 10 years ago, is made up 

of volunteers from the community 
and focuses on three main issues 
-- community events, beautifica-
tion projects, and clean water. The 
goal of the SCIG is to represent the 
community and support change the 
community wants to see. 

In recent years, Sidney Center 
has had an influx of young families 
moving into the hamlet. The SCIG 
heard members of the community 
who expressed a desire for kids to 
have a safe, open space to play and 
be occupied outdoors instead of 
stuck inside. The group raised more 
than $2,000 toward the renovation 
of the park. 

Isabella’s mother, Jennifer Con-
roy, a member of the SCIG, was 
involved in the planning of a fund-
raiser. Isabella recognized what the 
fundraiser was for and she wanted 
to contribute. When she sent out 
her birthday invitations, she not-
ed her desire for money to donate 
instead of presents. The story had 
been picked up by local media 
outlets, which helped as well. She 
has raised more than $750 for the 
project. 

The project will restore what is 
currently at the park, install new 
equipment, and improve access to 
the park. 

7-year-old student raises funds for a playground

Dr. James Ebert, from SUNY 
Oneonta’s Department of Earth 
and Atmospheric Sciences, visited 
Sidney Central School Earth sci-
ence classes to speak about careers 
related to geoscience, as well as the 
program at SUNY Oneonta. 

During his presentations, Ebert 
provided an overview of job oppor-
tunities in the field. Citing statistics 

from the U.S. Bureau of Labor, he 
shared that job openings in all occu-
pations will increase by 6.5 percent 
between 2015 and 2024. During that 
same period, geology related jobs 
are projected to increase by 10.5 
percent, and meteorology jobs will 
increase by 9.2 percent. 

The increase in demand has led 
to an increase in salaries, and opens 

a career field for students who enjoy 
problem solving, working with their 
hands, like to travel, and enjoy a 
mix of field and office work. 

SUNY Oneonta offers degrees in 
geology, meteorology, Earth science, 
Earth science education, and clima-
tology. SUNY Oneonta’s programs 
feature a smaller class size and a lot 
of field experience opportunities. 

 Speaker talks careers to Earth science classes
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A group of Sidney Central 
School students recently traveled to 
Costa Rica, spending their spring 
break with an educational trip. 

Those going on the trip were: 
Cameron Chabot, Michaela Cotten, 
Dexter Daroja, David Gannon, Na-
than Gorshack, Levi Green, Alyssa 
Hawkins, Lilly Hinkley, Matthew 
Hoskins, Casey Lynne Mazzarella, 
Justin McMillan, Anthony Morris, 
Collin Searles, and Tara Smith.

The Sidney students were chap-
eroned by Spanish teacher Mary 
Rajner-Morris. Sidney also teamed 
up with Bainbridge-Guilford and 
chaperone Karen Mertz. 

During the trip, students had 
many opportunities to experience 
cultural activities. Those included: 

• Learning how coffee goes 
from a fragrant plant to what is 
brewed each morning. This part of 
the trip, held in the capital city of 
San Jose, included tasting different 
types of coffee. 

• Swimming in the river at 
the base of La Fortuna waterfalls, as 
well as kayaking on Lake Arenal at 
the base of the Arenal Volcano

• Learning the history of 
chocolate, how it goes from bean 
to bar, as well as sampling different 
mixtures. 

• A bus ride through the 
heart of Costa Rica gave the group 
breathtaking views of mountains, 
valleys, and cloud forests. 

• A guided night walk 
through the cloud forests giving 
the group the chance to see snakes, 
scorpions, and sloths in their natu-
ral habitat. 

• Heading toward the Pacific 
Ocean, where they had the chance 
to see more of the landscape. This 

included a stop at the Rainforest 
Adventure Park, where they took 
an aerial tram above the canopies. 
They also explored a nature trail 
and visited a butterfly sanctuary. 

• Taking a jungle safari boat 
cruise to see crocodiles and birds 
along the Tarcoles River. 

• Visiting Manual Antonio 
National Park.

• White-water rafting, as well 
as shopping at a local supermarket 
using currency from Costa Rica. 

• Visiting local supermarkets 
to see fresh vegetables and fruits 
and compare to what we have here. 

• Swimming in the natural 
heated volcano springs. 

• Meeting with natives at a 
school, and played soccer. 

• Planting trees to help pre-
serve the rain forest.

• Learning how to dance the 
salsa, merengue, swing with native 
youth.

• Practicing our culinary 
skills making hot salsa.

• On the final night, they 
attended a folklore evening, with 
authentic Costa Rican music, cos-
tumes and dance. The evening fea-
tured a lot of audience participation.

Rajner-Morris said the students 
and chaperones learned a lot from 
their professional tour director Jose, 
and bus driver Carlos.

They also traveled with a group 
from Idaho. 

“I love when students immerse 
themselves in the language and cul-
ture by using the Spanish language, 
which they have been working on 
in school,” Rajner-Morris said. 

The next trip to Costa Rica for 
Sidney students will be in 2020. 
Information about that trip and a 
parent meeting will be happening 
soon. Parents can also e-mail Ra-
jner-Morris at mrm@sidneycsd.org.  

Sidney students travel to Costa Rica
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Two Sidney students attended a conference at Cor-
nell University on March 17. 

The Cornell University Chemical and Biomolecu-
lar Engineering Graduate Women’s Group sponsors 
a program for select female sophomores intended to 
introduce high school girls, from rural school districts, 
to engineering and the sciences. 

Two from Sidney attended this year as Meghan 
Greco and Bryleigh Beauchat were selected. The sopho-
mores were chosen by the STEM faculty at Sidney High 
School, with the criteria including academic excellence 
and potential career goals.  

The main part of the program was a series of in-
teractive laboratory modules designed to familiarize 
students with the key aspects of chemical engineering 
and pique their interest in technology and the sciences. 
A program was also available for parents. That program 

included information on college admissions and career 
opportunity information. 

Greco is the daughter of Kelly Baker. Beauchat is the 
daughter of Tyler and Anya Beauchat. 

Two sophomores attend conference at Cornell

Meghan Greco and Bryleigh Beauchat

Interact raises money for American Cancer Society
This past fall, the 

Sidney Central School In-
teract Club set out to raise 
money for the American 
Cancer Society via a no-
shave November event. 

Though several teach-
ers and students pledged 
not to shave for the 
month, the club raised 
only $30 when it was over. 
During the January club 
meeting, they decided to 
increase the total from its 
treasury. 

 On Wednesday, the 
club handed Heather 
Brewster of the American 
Cancer Society a check for 
$500. 

The Interact Club is 
Rotary International’s ser-
vice club for young people 
ages 14-18. The goal of the 
club is to improve their 
community, develop lead-

ership skills, and make a 
difference in the world. 

Other activities the 
group has participated 
in this year is serving at 
two community spon-

sored pancake breakfasts, 
gardening outside the 
Sidney Memorial Public 
Library, volunteering for 
bell ringing service with 
the Salvation Army, help-

ing elementary students 
during the school’s family 
engagement night, and 
volunteering at Breakfast 
with Santa and a talent 
show. 

Sidney Interact members give a donation to the American Cancer Society.
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The Sidney Chapter of the FFA 
received a $400 donation from 
Cobleskill Farm Credit East during 
a recent meeting. 

The donation will go toward 
supporting FFA members attending 
leadership conferences, FFA Winter 
Weekend, as well as the New York 
State FFA Convention. 

Cobleskill Farm Credit East 
raised money during a golf tourna-
ment and are donating back to local 
FFA chapters in the Cooperstown 
branch’s territory. 

Three Farm Credit represen-
tatives – Cierra Utter, Ryan Van 
Vaulkenburg, and Cassie Chitten-
den – visited Sidney to give the 
donation to chapter officers. 

Sidney FFA receives donation from Cobleskill Farm Credit East

Sidney FFA officers receive a donation from Cobleskill Farm Credit East. 

PRIDE is an acronym used by 
the Sidney Central School District 
and has now become a K-8 behav-
ior program. 

In seventh and eighth grade, this 
means that students should act in a 
way where they should be proud of 
themselves for demonstrating the 
following qualities: patience, re-
spect, integrity, determination, and 
excellence. 

The first few days of school in-
cluded specific lessons that helped 
students to define these terms and 
collaboratively reflect on ways that 
they can show PRIDE throughout 
the school. PRIDE behavior is rec-
ognized through notes of PRIDE, 
which are sent home to families. 

On the notes, staff members 
include which character trait the 
student demonstrated and how they 
showed it. 

Seventh and eighth grade teach-

ers have recorded how many notes 
each student has earned to deter-
mine eligibility to participate in 
PRIDE parties -- opportunities to 
celebrate the positive choices being 
made. 

PRIDE activities have happened 
this year, including a celebration 
on the athletic field, where students 
were given the opportunity to play 
games. 

Students who could not join 
in the celebrations participated in 
team and character building ac-
tivities to identify ways they could 
participate in future activities. 

As the program grows and de-
velops, including more instruction 
around PRIDE behaviors, activities, 
and opportunities for team build-
ing and celebration, as well as the 
formation of a PRIDE panel, more 
experiences and adventures will be 
shared. 

Pride initiative at Sidney CSD
By Justin Santiago

The Sidney FFA once again made 
the trek to the annual National 
Convention. Starting in Columbus, 
Ohio and ending in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, the FFA went on various 
educational tours. 

One of the tours the group went 
on was at a Caterpillar plant, where 
they learned what types of vehicles 
are made for both the agricultural 
and construction fields. The Sidney 
FFA members also visited a fishery 
and hatchery. Once at the conven-
tion in Indianapolis, there were 
many educational opportunities, 
including workshops and sessions 
to boost leadership skills and help 
students achieve realistic life goals. 

Those who went on the trip 
expressed that it was very fulfilling 
in being able to learn more about 
agriculture and about career oppor-
tunities. 

FFA members attend 
national convention
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Eight Sidney Central School District teams were 
honored as scholar-athlete teams by the New York State 
Public High School Athletic Association for the fall 
sports season.

Four more were honored during the winter season. 
To be recognized as a team, 75 percent or more of 

the team members must be at or above 90 percent and 

the overall team GPA had to be at or above 90 percent. 
The fall teams recognized were swimming (94), field 

hockey (93.7), girls soccer (92.3), boys soccer (92.1), 
football (92), golf (92), girls cross country (91.6), and 
boys cross country (90.6). The winter teams honored 
were girls indoor track (93.3), boys bowling (92.4), 
boys basketball (91.2), and girls basketball (90.9).

Eight fall teams, four winter teams earn scholar-athlete honors

Field hockey: Front (from left): Makayla Phillips, Karolina 
Karwowski, Dakota Cotten, Sarah Bessett, Bryleigh Beauchat, 
and Tiana Savino. Back (from left): Lilly Hinkley, Adrienne 
Paternoster, Hannah Gray, Haley Smith, and Olivia DeMott. 
Missing: Kaitlin Bookhout.

Boys and girls cross country: Front (front from left): Noah Ar-
tis, Samuel Bagley, Glenn Rogers, and Jonathan McNamara. 
Back (from left): Katelyn Stosko, Tiana Savino, Bryleigh 
Beauchat, and Hilde Savino.

Girls indoor track: Front (from left): Zhiyan Jin, Hilde Savino, 
and Hannah Gregory. Back (from left): Katelyn Stosko, Faith 
Wheeler, Valery Olsen, Lilly Hinkley, and Victoria Prouty.

Girls basketball: Kaitlin Bookhout, Meghan Worden, Adrienne 
Paternoster, and Savannah Baldwin. Missing: Mariah Gifford.

Boys basketball: From left: Levi Green, Justin McMillan, Mat-
thew Hoskins, Liam Matthews, and Steven Smith.

Swimming: 
Marannda 
Barnes

Boys bowling : From left: Ryan Arnold, Nate Gorshack, and 
Joseph Dewey.
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Important Dates
MAY 8

BOE Meeting
Budget Hearing

MAY 15
Budget Vote; BOE Election

JUNE 4
HS Music Awards

JUNE 5
Athletic Awards

JUNE 19
Board of Education Meeting

JUNE 23
Graduation

Congratulations Coach Brazee on 
your 400th victory!


